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and twelfth centuries derived, as its name implies, from older
Roman models, but it was modified in Aragon and Navarre
by French influences, and in Catalonia by Italian influences
as well. In Castile, Moorish influence was predominant, and
the Mudejares eventually developed a mixed style of their
own in architecture, and especially in sculpture, which is one
of the abiding glories of twelfth-century Spain. In the realm
of letters, Latin became the normal medium, but the Castilians
already had some poetry in their native tongue, patriotic lays
and epics of the heroic past. This again was modified by
northern influences, especially in the subject-matter; French-
men who came to fight in Spain as adventurers or crusaders
brought with them their Chansons de geste, and into Catalonia
came the chivalrous poetry and the troubadours of southern
France. For the most part, then, art and learning in Spain
were derivative, mainly from Moslem civilisation (itself largely
derived from Byzantine), with some native and some northern
elements. The progress that was made in culture was as
extensive as the territorial advance. The Reconquest in
Spain was not merely a recovery of territory; it was a
renaissance as well.

SUGGESTIONS FOR READING ON CHAPTER XVI

Cambridge Medieval History, Vol. VI, chapter 12; Vol. VIII, chapter 16.
Altamira, R.: A History of Spanish Civilisation.   (Eng. trans.) London,

1930.

Chapman, C. E.: A History of Spain.  New York, 1918.
Chaytor, H. J.: A History of Aragon and Catalonia.  London, 1933.
Lane-Poole, S,: The Moors in Spain.   London, 1889.
Merriman, R. B,: The Rise of the Spanish Empire, VbL L  New York, 1918.